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A commentary sent to the supporters of the ministry of Christian Destiny.

Dear “ Special Friend” of Christian Destiny, October 2005

THE IMPERATIVE OF PATIENCE

Everything does not run at the same speed. The airplane and the automobile, if starting out from
the same place at the sametime, are not likely to arrive a agiven destination at the same moment. By the
sametoken, it isunlikely that any two people in the world move at the same speed. Neither do they have
the same ideas, the same convictions, the same outlook, the same principles, or the same way of doing
things. Asthere are not two livesdikein the world, neither are there two identical people.

Nevertheless, itisnecessary for peopleto work together. Diversity tendsto produce disagreement,
not only intheworld but dsointheranksof beievers. Itisunlikey that wewill find two believersof precisdy
the same frame of mind and degree of energy. In fact, we can be reasonably sure that if we find any two
people doing something in harmony, they have probably been trained to work together and even to
compensate for one another. Apart from this, perfectly coordinated activity—even among members of the
Body of Christ—israre. What can compensatefor diversity? What bridge can span the gulf between people
who do not shareanidentical vision of theworld or the Lord? Patience. Here again we haveaninteresting
Greek word (hupomone), which literally means* an abiding under” andisalmost invariably trand ated into
English as“patience.”

Each believer will oneday find himself under some pressure, some problem, someweight, some
frustrating circumstance that cannot be changed. No Christian in this imperfect world has not been
confronted with apparently unsolvable problems. Work aswewill, hopeaswewill, pray aswewill, the
limitation or liability will not goaway. Theretarded child doesnotimprove. Thechronic pain persistseven
after medication. The debt left from foolish economic decisions hangs like a persstent dark cloud. The
wayward child continues to rebel. The rain that prevents the harvest continues to fall. The problems
continue, and each solution seems to produce three new difficulties.

For the resourceful people, the accomplishers, these roadblocks are particularly frustrating. As
they moved at cruising speed through the minefields of life, therewasawaysaplan. If it faled, therewas
andternate plan. If that failed, youth, health, money, or crestivity made other optionspossible. Never did
dtitudeandideasrunout a thesametime. Whatever the problem, they overcameit and moved on. Therecomes
atime, however, when lifeturnsout differently. Inany crcumstance, thereare only afinite number of optionsand
possihilities. Whenyoung, wemigtakenly think of oursdvesaspackagesof infinity for whomnothingisimpossble.
Eventudly, however, we discover thet the word impossible hasred meaning. What then do we do?

Thisisthetimewhenwelearnto liveunder that burden that will not go away. Aspatience matures,
we learn not merely to endure but to appreciate the value of facing the unsolvable problem. To cometo
this placeisto seefulfilled in our livesthe admonition “ Let patience have her perfect work” (James1:4).
Until we reach that point, Scripture tells us again and again, “ You have need of patience.” Of course,
some will deny thisneed. They may have built asystem of theology that says that every problem can be
solved instantly by aspiritual formula. They hold that God stands ready at al timesto work amiraclefor
them so that every difficulty of lifeis soon dispelled.
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SATAN'SLIES

This doctrine is one of Satan's lies, but it remains stubbornly with us despite the fact that it is
contradicted both by the Bibleand by the experience of thosewho liveinarea world. Thosewho aremost
susceptibleto thedoctrine of instant deliverance often know little of theWord of God. They become easy
prey for falseteachers. Eventually, however, unsolved problems, and seemingly unanswered prayerslead
them to doubt. When they inquire of their spiritual mentorsasto thislack of response from God, they are
told, “You just don’'t have enough faith!” Those who hold this view of God are candidates for ultimate
despair. How much better to hope in the Lord and to let our prayersrest with Him. How much better to
follow our grestest example, who said, “Not My will, but Y ours, bedone” (L uke 22:42). How much better
to labor in the cultivation of patience rather than presumption.

Thedoctrine of ingtant fulfillment isthe enemy of hope. Hope, combined with patience, keepsthe
heart filled with joyous anticipation, “ For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man sees, why does he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with
patience wait for it” (Romans 8:24-25). Each of us needs to hear the words “ You have need of
patience!” For each of us, there will be many times in which we are unable to work out our problems
“without remainder.” Inasinful world, wewill haveingtability and uncertainty. Intheequationof lifeon
earth, we cannot expect everything to come out balanced and even. Each day we will be called of God to
exercise patience. How shall wedo it? Isthere acourse of action we can follow to keep us sanein such
aworld? Therecertainly is!

To develop patience, we must remember that God's plan is better than ours. He knows, He
understands, and He seestheend from the beginning. Heisconstantly working to producefor usabrighter

design and a better destiny than any we can fashion in our constricted, little minds.

Have we not, in some measure, discovered thisaready? | can testify that virtualy every one of
my prayers has been or isin the process of being answered by two words from the Lord. Those words
are better and later. “Better, but later.” Thisismore than often the divine answer for me. | imagine that
itisthesamefor most of us. Better—morewonderful than anything we havedreamed-isthedivineintention
for us. lsn'tit true that most of our deepest apprehensions never cometo pass? Isn't it true that most of
our prayershave been answered (excluding thosethat arenot still inthe process) by aworking of God more
marvel ous than anything we expected?

Wecanrejoiceover thefact that so many of our foolish, immature, demanding requestsare denied
by theLord. If each of our prayerswere answered instantly and precisaly according to our demands, most
of uswould bein ahorrible situation. We may have moved into thewrong profession, married thewrong
man or woman, committed oursalves to the wrong principles, or done a thousand other foolish things.
Would not our condition now be worse than hopelessif God had not required us to be patient rather than
grant useach wish thefirst timewe gave the prayer whedl aspin? God waswaiting to do something better
for us. Biblicd history yieldsmany illustrations of prayersthat were answered but that did not producethe
results that the impatient prayer had in mind. Remember the admonition to be careful for what we pray,
because God may answer our prayers.

The prayer of Hezekiah isagood example of thisprincipleat work. “ Inthose dayswas Hezekiah
sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus says
the Lord, Set your house in order; for you shall die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall,
and prayed unto the Lord” (2 Kings 20:1-2). Hezekiah earnestly besought the Lord to let him live. He
told the Lord he had walked in truth before Him with a perfect heart and had done much that was good
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inthe sight of the Lord. After that, Hezekiah wept before God. Asaresult of this prayer, God sent the
prophet Isaiah to tell Hezekiah that his prayer was heard and his tears were seen. God healed Hezekiah
and promised to restore hislifefor fifteen moreyears. Hezekiah even asked God for asign that the prayer
was answered. God caused the sundia to go backward ten degrees. What asign of answered prayer!

But what weretheresults of thisanswered prayer? Theresult wasthat Hezekiah, in this extended
period of hislife, betrayed thewill of God and alowed the representativesfrom theevil kingdom of Babylon
to seedl of the precioustreasuresin the house of the Lord. Because of this, Isaiah told him of the judgment
of God that would come upon the house of Hezekiah, “ Behold, the days come, that all that is in your
house, and that which your fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon:
nothing shall be left, says the Lord” (2 Kings 20:17). Isaiah also gave Hezekiah the dreadful news that
Hezekiah' s own sonswould become eunuchsin the palace of the king of Babylon (v.18). Theinvasion and
capture of Jerusalem by the king of Babylon began the times of the Gentiles, adrastic watershed in history.
Thisand many other evils came out of the extended life of King Hezekiah.

God may aso elect to answer our prayerslater than weexpect. Scripture promisesthat * all things
work together for good to them that love God” (Romans 8:28). That implies that God has a time
processin mind. Later isoften better. Many of the things for which we pray are probably bigger, more
demanding, or more dangerousthan we can handle at thetime. To learn patience, remember that God has
a better—and often later—plan. Patience aso comesin remembering that we are not God. We aresmply
not in aposition to pound thetabl e before thethrone of our Heavenly Father and demand that we hear from
Him now—"or else!” Or elsewhat? Nothing. Having presented our requeststo God, we have no recourse
but to see what God may do at whatever time He éectsto do it. But there is a secret to patience worth
noting. The secret isto do something el seinthe meantime. For those of uswho are not omniscient, aplan

isdesirable, but an dternate planisamost ways necessary. With an dternativein mind, whatever istill
usable when thefirst plan fails can be used in the second plan, which still may succeed.

Napol eon Bonapartewasoneof thegreat military geniuses—perhapsthegreatestinhistory. Hewon
every battle he fought, except the last one. On forty occasions he was able to triumph over foes who
were often superior in number andin power. One of his methods was that of the alternate plan. During
battle, he had an alternative ready for each potential obstacle. Asaresult, he was ableto keep hisarmies
moving long enough to bypass an enemy’ s strong point and attack at an unsuspecting, weaker sector.

IMPATIENCE

Impatiencemay well beevidenceof stupidity. Tofretinthemidst of atrafficjamor cry over spilled
milk isawaste of time. When nothing can be done about acircumstance, only foolsrage, snarl, and pound
thewalls, thewise will see delay as opportunity. Many anoble thought, greet idea, or availing prayer has
come from seemingly lost moments. Thewisewill learn not to waste them.

I mpatiencea so comeswhenwebelievethat wehaven' t gotten somethingwedeserveor that others
have been served first, paid more, or received a disproportionate amount of the credit. Impatient at such
unfairness, wemay rageand demand our rights. But wehavenorights. Y ouand | servenothingwhatsoever
in life except death and hell. Anything better is more than we deserve. It isnot justice that we need but
mercy.

Patience isthe process of fitting properly into God' s plans. Without patience, | will never fitinto
that plan and will never seethedesign of God fulfilledinmy life. | must giveaword of warning here. God
isdetermined to produce patiencein our lives, and Hewill usevariousmeansto bring that about. That may
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well include aprocesscalled tribulation. Asapart of Hisdesign, Hemay alow our problemsto multiply
until we are overwhelmed. Then we have no choice but to stand still and await the salvation of the Lord.
“Having done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:13) isthe final keystone in the arch of patience. The Lord caled
Himsdf “the God of patience” (Romans 15:5) and cals us to exercise patience. That patience will
produce the persistence whereby we can run the race set before us until the end of time.

THE PATIENCE OF JOB

Job did not know whether hewould liveor die. He knew only that God presided over hislifeand
had not forgotten him. Inall of histribulations, Job did not sin by renouncing God or cursing Himwith his
lips. Heleft uswith astatement demonstrating theresult of patience: “ For | know that my redeemer lives,
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God” (Job 19:25-26).

The New Testament callsusto patience. The call comesin many ways, the lesson of Job isonly
oneof them. The patience produced during trial skegpsusthinking straight, walking infaith, and avoiding
the foolishness of our times. May we let patience have her perfect work.

What “ perfect work” is produced as we abide under pressures, problems, difficulties, and
circumstances we cannot change? Many atired believer may insst, “ There are no real rewards. | keep
on persisting, but the path appearsto be endless.” There arethose who would like to kick over thetraces
and escape the burdens that press upon them. We cannot deny that there are burdensin life. Each of us
faces something different: the birth of aretarded child, the approach of financia failure, the cruelty of an
unloving spouse, thecriticism of anungrateful boss. Someroadsseemnever toend or giveway toaneasier

path. The much-touted solutions that apparently work for others do not work for us. When do we quit?
When doweturninour resignation to God and announcethat wearenolonger willing to livethe Christian
life? When dowethrow inthetowel andlook for something lessdemanding? Theanswer isnever. Why?
Because our circumstances are gppointed by God, and any other circumstanceswill take usout of Hiswill
andinto deeper troublesthan thosewearein. Many afoolish husband or wife believesthegrassisgreener
on the other side of the fence, only to get there and find a desert. They may wish athousand times that
they had not tried to direct their own course,

We find aremarkable promise in 2 Timothy 2:12: “ If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.”
ThisisGod’ spromisetothosewho livefaithfully for Him. Wemust notethat theword suffer hereisnearly
the same as the one Peter usesfor patience. The word Peter used means “an abiding under.” Thisword
isfromthe sameroot and means“toremainunder.” It means* sustained” —despite circumstances. Weare
told that the exercise of patience-called “ suffering” in thispassage—producestheresult that “ weshall also
reignwith Him.” That isone of the most remarkable promisesin the New Testament. It meansthat the
need for patience will one day end and be succeeded by the greatest rewards imaginable. If we do not
run away from the problems of life, we will eventually be moved from those problems to a position of
leadership in the eternal kingdom.

From the writings of Dave Breese

Thank you for standing with usin the ministry of Christian Destiny.
Triple T. Ministries in Evansville, Indiana, is sending out hundreds of Dave's books and
booklets. We are excited about working closely with them in their significant work for
Christ. How grateful we are for the opportunities He iswilling to give.

Most Sincerely, Carol Breese

Christian Destiny, Inc., P. O.Box 7, Hillsboro, KS 67063-0007
Phone 1-620-947-2345 1-800-777-8806 FAX 1-620-947-5560
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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL

ONE OF THE MOST UNIQUE AND UNPREDICTABLE PROPHETS
EVER TO PROCLAIM THE MESSAGE OF GOD!
by Ed Hindson

Part 2
Herald of Hope
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millennial Temple.

Availablein
November

Suggested Contribution:

Booklet $5 ea, Audio Cassetteor CD $5 ea
Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea

THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA KINGJAMESBIBLE COMMENTARY

OF BIBLE PROPHECY
Dr. Tim LaHaye and Dr. Ed Hindson, Co-Editors

This 420-page
hardcover book is
the most exciting
study tool
available
anywhere today.
Bible scholars
explain topicsin
termswe all can
understand. For
example, under A:

*Antichrist
*Ark of the Covenant A "t

* Apostasy AHAYE
*Angels E_E"_ HINDSON
* Armageddon...and more. -

Suggested Contribution: $29

Ed Hindson, General Editor

The most popular
Bible Commentary ernars IRMES
ever published, with .J\ \-
over 1,8a(])0 pﬁg? of L F
scriptural enlighten-

ment. Unravel the \ L ‘1"“ "[
mysteries of every
book of the Bible,
with over 20 Bible
Q scholars as your

ﬁ guide.

10
3

*Compl ete verse-by-verse commentary
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|STI ME RUNNING OUT?
Ed Hindson
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signs and what they
mean to usin light
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today. Discover
Bible answers to the
questions:
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*How Close Are Weto the End?
*What’s Next on the Prophetic Calendar?
*What Does the Future Hold?...and more.
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FUTURE SHOCK
The Growing Threat of Global Technology
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