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Dear “Special Friend” of Christian Destiny, February 2006

THE DIVINE INITIATIVE

Love is performing its ultimate function when reiaghacross a chasm of estrangement.

By disobedience Adam and Eve did great harm tosk&ms and to their Creator—in whose image
they were created; they unwittingly unleashed wdhbtheir human children the twin tidal waves o$piair
and love. All the forms of heartbreak that mankiad endured through history come to us as a mfsult
Adam’s disobedience. Far from proving Himself@ettyrant, however, God initiated in this momémat t
ever-broadening revelation of the essence of Higgbaamely, that God is love.

God!
Who is this Being who presides above the destofiése universe?

The difficulty of defining the Person of God in aieyal or meaningful sense should be apparent
us all. A definition is subject to human wordaygrsing the circuits of human minds within theittnof
human logic. God obviously stands above all o$e¢hend, therefore, can hardly be contained witten t
limitation of a human definition. The same limibais are apparent when describing a skyscraper to &
aborigine, or the process of reproduction to ayserold child. An account of an astronaut orgitin
space would have been just as incomprehensibleadyreveryone fifty years ago as modern jet dircra
would have been to the crew members of the Santa MEhis generation, however, lives more in thestn
of incomprehensible things than any other, and isoused to definitions in terms of what a thirges as
against what a thing is. Electricity, light, gamrags and such like are usually defined to usrmgeof their
external manifestations, for their essential natuas yet unknown to any of us. No one shouéefiore, be
dismayed at the difficulty in defining that Persord power which is the ultimate source of all teibgth
visible and invisible.

Soitis that the Bible gives us several defingiohGod, no one of which fully encompasses Hisdpel
but all of which give helpful clues as to His naturSo we read thdGod is Spirit,” “God is love,”
“God is light,” “God is a consuming fire,” God is théeverlasting Father.” Christian thinkers have
attempted to give form to a definition of God byisg that God is that personal being who created th
universe and who is omnipotent, omniscient, andipresent. He is all-powerful, He is all-knowingda
He is everywhere present at the same time. Wsuagetherefore, that God is always right, alwagsand
never fails to act in a manner that is entirelysistent with the nature of His being. The gretibaitte
of God is holiness; His great characteristic i€lov

A moment’'s contemplation of this awesome being, wghaefore and above His universe, makes
more astonishing than ever the message of the Biglleve are both made in the image of God anthare
object of His love. To be loved by another humaimdp is something, but to be loved by the Creator o
the universe! Is this not everything? This vend@nakes available to us His definition of love wikée
says,

“Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth;rove vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
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Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her, ®awnot easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the thy Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopet
all things, endureth all things. Love never failet(l Cor. 13:4-8).

Here is the highest form of favor from the higlesing of the universe, the love of God which passe
knowledge. With infinite perfection and yet wittfinite love, God now moved in the direction ofased
man.

So came the divine initiative. Even as Adam expeed the early devastations of sin working i
his being, he heard the call of his Creator, asrbein the cool of the eveningdam, “Where art thou?”
Certainly Adam had said within himseBurely God is finished with me, | have passed lgefion door
of hope.

No voice from within speaks to us with more irraefile logic, and yet is more wrong, than the voice
of despair. Like a moving spiral staircase, itgele us downward, despite our best efforts, furihter
the abyss of hopelessness. When in despair, wat fimgbossible to convince ourselves that God Gares
God understands. Believable when our emotionscaoperating, these declarations of God's kind
solicitude appear as mockery when regarded withythieism that is wrought of despair.

Far from being mockery, however, the assertion“@Bat is love” represents exactly the facts
of the matter. The story of the Bible is the actai the progressive unfolding by our Creatorhef truth
of His love for lost humanity. Love takes theiative in reconciliation. Indeed, this is the sdbjof the
Bible, the account of divine initiative. God'ssfiistep in taking the initiative with mankind, onclescending
to man’s low estate, was His appearance in theegamwalk with Adam as He had in the days of his
innocence. The somber warning that had been ¢ivAdam and Eve by GotiThe day that thou eatest

thereof thou shalt surely dietiad now been fulfilled. The essence of deathisally, is separation of the
person and his God, and the sense of shamefulatiepawas fully in the mind of our human parents
when they hid in the dark foliage from the loviragoe that called them. Being spiritually dead—ihdieing
separated from God by a measureless chasm of mslaoaicoming—Adam and Eve now preferred
darkness rather than light.

They simply could not face the painful differenetvireen the now shattered image of God whic
they bore in their life and the shining perfectfrthe holiness of their Creator. The first febpfenalty of
sin is now apparent, the shame of man being segdraim his God. It is inevitable in that poiratiGod
must move in terms of His primary attribute, thiahaliness.

Holiness is moral perfection, it is the uncomprangjsunequivocal rightness of an utterly astute
God. ltis that razor-sharp perfection that catmeobegotiated. It is the universewide moral congon
under which right is right and wrong is wrong armg@mise is a promise. Itis that all-pervadirigbglity,
changeless and eternal, without which the univemséd instantly collapse into indescribable anarchy
is the reason why sin must be judged before ibedorgiven; indeed the reason why sin is nevegiien”
but rather must be “atoned for” in every case withexception.

So it is that the Lord, the righteous Judge ofuthigerse, decreed His punishment upon the thre
participants in this early triangle of rebellionaagst Him. The serpent was cursed and made td craw
the dust all the days of his life. The woman waslesubservient to the man and told that she viooing
forth her children in sorrow. The man was senteérioehard labor amidst the pain and problems o
surviving in a cursed and hostile environment. wds also sentenced to suffering and physical deth,
body to return to the dust from which it came.

To this day, men ask the question “Why do the ienbsuffer?” Stated more elaborately this
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problem usually is, “If God is all-powerful and li4ealso a God of love why is there so much suffgaind
pain in the world, even among the apparently innt®eThis question is occasionally asked by thwise
would be detractors from the truth of God but isinfsequently posed by His own children.

First of all, there is no question about the faet God is all-powerful and that He is also a Gog
of love. Knowing this we can be sure that the egpiacontradiction between the harshness of Idaradt
us and the will of a benevolent God are exactli-ty@parent but not real.

The punishment that God meted out to a world asultrof Adam’s sin was, in fact, an act of His
love more than an act of vengeance. The presépaincand sickness and death in our world is aaladé
thing. It serves to label this earth for whaetlly is, namely a deadly battleground in the geeaflict
between good and evil. Were it not for pain arabl@ms, for thorns and briars, we would be tempte
easily to believe that this world was not infeatétt the contagion of sin.

Suffering is, in effect, the label that says “Paison the bottle, and it is that label which pregen
us from drinking deeply of the elixir of eternakttection. Happy is the stab of pain if it remingsto be
sober and vigilant, remembering that our adversheydevil, goes about seeking whom he may devou
Even on the human level the father who sparesothiates his child. From God, light affliction whiis
but for a moment may well workor us a far more exceeding and eternal weighglofy.” The knife
that is avoided because it painfully scratcheskire may thereby be prevented from fatally stablitiveg
heart. So Christ saidlt is better for thee to enter into life halt orammed, rather than having two
hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting {ikatt. 18:8).

Happy is the temporal suffering which leads a rodiee from eternal damnation. Physical death
which need not be fatal, is the ultimate humarstitation of spiritual and everlasting death, whgfatal
indeed.

God took the initiative in calling Adam to stepapd out from the dark jungle of sin and take his
medicine. The love of God was first expressedbytender entreaty, “Adam, where art thou?”

This was just the beginning! The call of God teaAdin the Garden of Eden was the first loving
work by God in calling rebellious humanity to retuo Him. This act began the patient years obhyst
in which God the Creator has, with tender compassiarnestly entreated His human family to retarn t
Him. As mankind has progressed further out ineodarrkness, God has moved in ever-widening circl
to encompass him with His boundless love. No ageunt could contain the myriad ways in which God
has moved to protect man from the fatal resultsso$in and to call him back to Himself. The engweep
of Old Testament history is the story of a lovinge&or working to induce an immature and rebellious
humanity to return to Him.

God took the initiative in making coats of skintioe covering of Adam and Eve. So it was possible
by reason of the sacrifice of an animal, for Adam Bve to approach the divine presence.

In the lives of Adam’s forgetful posterity God totile initiative in sending Noah, a preacher of
righteousness, to remind a wandering world ofakie bf God that passes the knowledge of man.

God took the initiative in sending a flood to putifie earth and to renew the potential of a corrup
humanity that had given its mind to thoughts theteronly evil continually.

God took the initiative in sending confusion ofdaages to disburse the human complex tha
aspired to escalate itself into the presence oftydalilding the Tower of Babel, efforts which cdainly
result in its own destruction.
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God took the initiative in calling the nation ofdsl as a people to His own name. This nation
was to witness to the reality of the living Godatworld in continuous rebellion against Him.

God took the initiative in calling from that naticfear prophetic voices that promised future
judgment but extended the call to repentance amidare with the God of creation.

God took the initiative by representing Himsel&inhousand ways to the gross and insensate
mind of Adam’s race that continued to ignore Hinotlgh Old Testament history. By miracles, by sign
by prophets, by scrolls of revelation and firesjumfigment, God moved, sometimes mysteriously,
sometimes openly, to turn a subverted world froefdly of its devilish course.

Through the story of Old Testament history a steasngd beautiful note is sounded. It is there
when we read of the decline and fall of the natiblsrael as it moved from its moment of glory unde
David and Solomon to disaster and destructioreghdéimds of the Babylonians and Assyrians. leeth
in the messages of the prophets, ringing througiahs wild measure or Jeremiah’s tearful
lamentations. We notice it in the poetry of thalpsst and of the sweet singers of Israel. FromeSis
to Malachi it is there. It is a note of promiseromise indeed! The entire Old Testament seems to
present itself as the prelude to something moreg#ung better. More than something, it is in fact
someonéo whom these yellowing scrolls point with longimgd anticipation.

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a siggehold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel, Bwtel honey shall he eat, that he may know
to refuse the evil, and choose the good. For ketbe child shall know to refuse the evil, and
choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest teefbrsaken of both her kings” (Isaiah 7:14-16).

Isaiah says furthefFor unto us a child is born, unto us a son is givand the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall &éed¢ Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. @@f ithicrease of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upisnkingdom, to order it, and to establish it
with judgment and with justice from henceforth ef@never. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

The nations of the world wax and wane. Israegrséif invaded, conquered and enslaved. But
the promise remains.

Finally, with the worcturseHe ends the stupendous saga of Old Testamenthiskad at this
point came finally to the place where He had cotedi¢he preparation of the world for His greater
revelation. There was nothing more for the proptetay. The ministry of these men who kald
the worldaboutGod came to its end. The world—every human bafimdhich had participated willfully
in Adam’s sin—had now wandered a near infiniteatisé from God. The blind and preoccupied children
of Adam would turn aside for no less than somedmaaould fulfill the demands of the questitBhow
us the Father, and it sufficeth us” (John 14:8).

From the writings of Dave Breese
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SEARCHING FOR THE ARK OF

THE COVENANT--

Latest Discoveries and Research

by Randall Price

In thisbook join Middle East
expert Randall Price in a fast-
paced exploration of the facts
and fables about the Ark of th
Covenant. Your journey will
take you through several
continents, many diverse
cultures, and four millennia of
history. As you trace the
fascinating path the Ark has
taken to its present hiding
place and discover its
incredible significance for the
future, you will see why the
search for the Ark of the
Covenant is one of the most
significant quests of our time.

Suggested Contribution: $15

Randall Price

INSPIRATION AND INERRANCY:

GOD HAS SPOKEN
by Mal Couch

In this325-page hardcover
book,Dr. Couch sets forth
the doctrines of inspira-
tion, revelation, and

ﬁ inerrancy in a way that is
both simple and profound.
The unique nature of the
Bible will become a living

Q entity to your mind and

ﬁ heart as you see evidence
that God truly has spoken.

ﬁ Proof after proof of the
inerrancy of the Scripture
is offered as Dr. Couch
goes through the Bible

ﬁ book-by-book to answer
the key arguments of those
who claim the Bible is full
of error.

MAL COLHCH

Suggested Contribution: $15

THE SECRET OF ABUNDANCE

by Dave Johnson

With Special Introduction by Tim LaHaye

The Bible is filled
with references to
abundance...but the
Church remains
divided about what
it all means. We
know that God is
abundant, but what
does that mean to
us? What does the
Bible promise? Is
there a simple
formula? How
does the quest for
abundance fitin
with Bible
prophecy.
Suggested Contribution: $6

THE WAY OF THE MASTER

(formerly titled Revival's Golden Key)
by Ray Comfort with Kirk Cameron

ﬁ Although prayer is
ﬁ without question a greatl - fa

key to revival, thi36-
page bookis not about
prayer. It's about a key
that much of the Church
doesn't even know
exists. It was lost
around the turn of the
twentieth century (keys
have a way of getting
lost). All who truly
yearn for revival and
have a burden for the
lost must rediscover this
God-given key. This
softcover bookells you
how to do that.
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Suggested Contribution: $10

RAPTURE MESSAGES

THE RAPTURE
OF THE CHURCH

b P BRLFER

Suggested Contribution:

Booklet only--$5
$5 ea

RAPTURE: FULCRUM
OF HISTORY

Suggested Contribution:
Booklet , Audio Cassette or CD Booklet , Audio Cassette or CD

by Dave Breese

RAPTURE AND
RETURN

WHAT TO DO IF YOU
MISS THE RAPTURE!
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Suggested Contribution: Suggested Contribution:
Booklet , Audio Cassette or CD

$5 ea $5 ea

Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea



THE UNIVERSITY OF
DESTRUCTION

Your Game Plan for Spiritual Victory on

Campus
by David Wheaton

Young people entering
college often encounter
overwhelming temptations
while being force-fed
godless philosophies--and
the results can be spirituall
catastrophic. This 174-pag
softcoverbook outlines
essential practical and
biblical principles that will
equip students for the
inevitable spiritual battle
they will face on campus.

EHIVERSITY.
CESTaTET a5

Suggested Contribution: $15

KING JAMES BIBLE COMMENTARY

oZozozeletote

Ed Hindson, General Editor

The most popular
Bible Commentary
ever published, with
over1,800 pagesf
scriptural enlighten-
ment. Unravel the
mysteries of every
book of the Bible,
with over 20 Bible
scholars as your
guide.

- Complete verse-by-verse commentary
- Outlines and introductions for each book of thelBib
- Maps and charts for quick reference

Suggested Contribution: $39

BEFORE THE KING RETURNS

by Dave Breese

Chapters In This Booklet
Include:

.Identifying The King

-God And The Jews

-Jerusalem--The
Center of The World

-The Message of
Christ's Earthly
Ministry

Suggested Contribution: $3

0

LARGE PRINT
NEW TESTAMENT
WITH PSALMS--KJV

Black--Imitation Leather
Suggested Contribution: $10

LORD OF THE BEANS--
A Lesson in Using Your Gifts

Veggie Tales

Sunday
morning
values with
Saturday
morning
fun. This
VeggieTales
video or
DVD has a
lesson in
using your
gifts.

Suggested Contribution:
VIDEO $16 DVD $ 18

oz0zezelegote.

BENJI OFF THE LEASH!
by Joe Camp

Two of Benji's TV
specials have won
Emmy Awards.
Benji Off the
Leash! has
garnered tremen-
dous reviews in all
major publica-
tions. Thisfamily
film embodies
much of Christ's
teachings: love,
hope and
perseverence.

Suggested Contribution:
VIDEO $16 DVD $ 18
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BGHS INSPIRATION AND INERRANCY: GODHAS SPOKEN (325-page hardcoverbook)............c..cuemee.. $15
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C357 BEFORE THE KING RETURNS (DOOKIELONIY)..........oooreeeeeeeeeeeeeeemmmeeessseessessseesssssnsesesssssseessssssessssssnns $3
1114 THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH (DOOKIELONIY)......oorvveveereeeeeseeeeseeeeemeeeeessessseeessessssnesesssssesssesssssesssenes $5
1141 RAPTURE: FULCRUMOFHISTORY (DOOKIEL).......coviieerereeeririririeer st es $5
DB117 RAPTURE: FULCRUMOFHISTORY (audio)............ (AUAIOCDDBL17CD. oo $5
VCS200 RAPTURE: FULCRUMOFHISTORY (video)............ (VideoDVD)DVD200_ ooevvveeeennesersnnennens $20
1132 RAPTUREAND RETURN (DOOKIEL)......cueueurieirieieirieiieeeseesesesie et s sssesseseseseseesssesessssssesssesssssessssssnsens $5
DB70 RAPTURE AND RETURN (audio)............ [0 oY@ 0) n1=7/ 010 o $5
VCS155 RAPTURE AND RETURN (video)............ (VIAEODVD)DVDI55  oooeeeeeeeeseereeeeseseseseseseesessessene $20
1122 WHATTODOIFYOUMISSTHERAPTURE! (DOOKIEL).......ccceeiiiereririenie s seeseee s $5
DB96 WHATTODOIFYOUMISSTHERAPTURE! (audio)............ (audioCDPB96CD__ ..ccvvveee $5
VCS179 WHATTODOIFYOUMISSTHERAPTURE! (video)............ (videoDVD)DVD179 e $20
BETS END-TIMES SERIES SPECIAL (6 DOOKIEIS--32-48 PAGES) .......cvuvrimememem it $12
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1954 EZEKIEL--SEER OF VISIONS--PART 1 (DOOKIEL)........ccceetrerereririririnieierisseesiesesssess s sesesesesssesssssases $5
EH54 EZEKIEL--SEER OF VISIONS--PART 1 (audio)............ (AQUAIOCDEH54CD. oo $5
VCS654 EZEKIEL--SEER OF VISIONS--PART 1 (video)............ (videoDVD)DVDE54 e $20
1955 EZEKIEL--HERALD OF HOPE--PART 2 (DOOKIEY)......cccvuevrreerireririririniriressnesessesieesisesesesesesesesesesesesesesessaens $5
EH55 EZEKIEL--HERALD OFHOPE--PART 2 (audio)............ (@UdiOCDEHS55CD_ e $5
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BUOD UNIVERSITY OF DESTRUCTION (174-page SOftcoVerbDOOK)...........c.v.er e $15
1912 [ISTIMERUNNING OUT? (DOOKIEL)........coeveeeieeeieiieiesesirisesaseee sttt se e e sesssasenens $5
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1945 PROPHECY AND THEWARAGAINST TERRORISM  (DOOKIEL)......c.cerrererrirrieirereneseresesseesesesesesees $5
EH45 PROPHECY AND THEWARAGAINST TERRORISM (audio)......... (audioCDEH45CD__ ... $5
VCS645 PROPHECY AND THEWARAGAINST TERRORISM (video)......... (video DVD)DVD645 ... $20
BPEBP THEPOPULARENCYCLOPEDIAOFBIBLEPROPHECY (420-page hardcoverbook).............cc.eu... $29
BLPNP LARGE PRINTNEW TESTAMENT/PSALMSKJIV (blackimitationleather)..........c.cceeveeeeecererenrrnrnnenn $10
BKJBC KING JAMES BIBLE COMMENTARY  (1,800-page hardcoverbook)..............cveereevencissressersneen 539
BRGK THEWAY OF THE MASTER/Formerly REVIVAL'SGOLDENKEY  (230-page softcoverbook)........$10
VLOB LORD OF THE BEANS-VEQUIE TAIEKVIAEO)........ceeveerereeressesesissssssemssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassassssses $16
DVDLOB LORD OF THE BEANS-VEQGIETAIEEDVD).......ccurerierireeenirerieeiresisisemsmsesessasssssesssstsssssssssssssssesssssssasssssenns $18
VMCS MINNESOTA CUKE-VeggiE TAIESVIAEO)........cververrerrerrerrereressssssessessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens $16
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AMERICA'S LOST DREAM

Written by Tom Dooley
lllustrated by Bill Looney

Throughout this nation's hlstoay, many
of its greatest leaders believed that
America's future was inextricably linked
to America's faith in God. This mighty
nation, now known as The United State
of America, was born from the dream o
people who envisioned a sovereign sta
where people could be free and only
God would be their king.

This intriguing and artful ,8"x10"
hardcover bookwill re-awaken the
orlglnal dream within the hearts of young
and old alike. Filled cover to cover with
exquisite artwork depicting the original
scenes, along with in-depth historical
facts woven throughout, this book will
enlighten and educate all to the wonder-
ful and rich history of this "One Nation
Under God." Discover the real story!

Suggested Contribution: $20



