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THIS LIFE -- THAT DAY
The Ultimate Contrast

What is it really that makes life significant?
Every thinking individual, who takes the time to look about himself, is quite aware of the simple truism

that this life is not everything.  We all know that the fast-fleeting events of our human existence take wing
very quickly and are soon but a memory.  No reasonable observer of this life can fail to notice that time,
like an ever widening stream, bears all her sons away.  All who would be thought intelligent must read and
heed the Word of God, which says, “For what is your life?  It is even a vapor, that appears for a little
time, and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).

If this be true, that life is a thin and vaporous thing, how then can it be lived with significance?  If we
could disappear from this world in a day, if this life is such an expiring thing, wherein lies the substance?

We have the answer to that question in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ.  After speaking about the
inevitability of His return to judge the world, Jesus said, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with dissipation, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come
upon you unawares.  For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:34-36).

Christ says many things in this passage, but we must especially notice that He speaks about “this
life” and also about “that day.”  The wise person will note this statement and will never forget that there is a
direct connection between the two, “this life” and “that day.”

What is “this life” ?
This life -- this pleasing, anxious being -- is a swirling round of activity which is fascinating indeed.  It

includes the immaturity and joy of childhood, the tests of the teen-age years, the responsibilities of
adulthood, the years of sedentary review, the diminishing of our human strength, then finally the appearance
at the gates of heaven.

Christ reminded us that it is so very possible to be “overcharged” with the matters that have to do with
this life.  The Bible teaches on every page that it is a great mistake to let this world and its fascinations
become the whole story of life.

For the World

We find an answer to that question in the Word of God which says, “But now [God] commands all
men every where to repent:  Because He has appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world
in righteousness by that Man whom He has ordained; whereof  He has given assurance unto all men,
in that He has raised Him from the dead” (Acts 17:30,31).  We see, therefore, that there is a day of
judgment for all the world which is an inevitable event coming in a given day in the future.

What a day that will be!  That will be the day in which every knee shall bow and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  Every person who is a member of a system called
“the world” will be judged before the throne of God.  This is why Jesus Christ most strongly warned us that
every day of this life must be lived in the light of that day.  By so speaking, He was surely telling us that every
event of life, every action, every thought, every word is constantly under the careful scrutiny of heaven.  The
recording angel makes careful notes of all that we do and the reasons behind our doings.

Let no man in the world ever forget that there are consequences for every action.  There are some who
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may fortunately see those consequences in this life.  Fortunately, because such human comeuppance may
lead them to repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. To receive in one’s life early
evidence of the ultimate judgment of God is a most fortuitous occurrence. Such a person may thereby
become a Christian.

For the Christian

We must also remember that there is a specific day of judgment for the Christian as well.  This
judgment day is very different from the judgment day which the world will see. The world will stand before
the Great White Throne where every person will be analyzed before that great tribunal. About that the
Scripture says, “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire” (Rev. 20:15).  This is the second death.

What a contrast is the judgment day for the Christian!  Of this the Bible says, “Wherefore we labor,
that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him.  For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he has done, whether it be good or bad” (II Cor. 5:9,10).

How gratifying to remember that this day of judgment for the Christian is not a judgment unto salvation
or damnation.  When we believe the Gospel of Christ, our salvation is settled. “There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).  Rather, the judgment seat of Christ
has to do with rewards.  When a Christian lives this life in the light of that day, he lays up for himself rich
rewards in heaven (Matt. 6:20).

What then may a believer do in order to be assured of the inheritance of heavenly treasures?  What
should his activity be in this life in order to be rewarded in that day?

Activities that are commended in the Word of God as having eternal implications are among the
following:

(1) A wise and earnest witness for the Lord.  Daniel must have been delighted to be empowered
to promise all believers in all time saying, “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3).
How many of the efforts of believers are interesting but have nothing to do with turning many to
righteousness?  The wise Christian knows that activities are mostly nugatory that do not bring people to
faith in the Savior.

(2) Sincere service for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ gave us the account of servants appointed
with the words “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13).  The ones who wisely invested the gifts from the
nobleman’s treasury were told, “Well done, thou good servant:  because thou hast been faithful in a
very little, have thou authority over ten cities” (Luke 19:17).  In our time, service for Christ must mean
the readiness to respond to His call and to do, give, pray, move as He commands.

(3) A life of good works.  Who cannot help but be inspired and motivated by reading the Word which
says, “And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth:  Yea, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works
do follow them” (Rev. 14:13).  Perceptive Christians know, of course, that we are not saved by the
performance of works to God.  However, we never forget that the Scripture says, “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has before ordained that we
should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).  When we realize that our works will follow us to heaven, we read
an admonition like this with great seriousness.

“This life” and “that day,” what a contrast!  The lessons of these two days is clear.  We can only
live today this life successfully when it is lived in the light of “that day.”  No Christian is mistaken to
ask of every event in life, “What difference will this make in eternity?  How will this be viewed from heaven’s
point of view?”

Obviously, then, we must flee like the plague any involvement, any concession, any of this world’s
passing flirtations which do not have the potential of eternal value.  This because heaven is not only a place
of itself.  No indeed, it is also that place and those principles which alone make the days of this life significant.
“Will I be proud to answer to God for the things which I have done this very day?”  If the answer is in the
negative, it is most obviously a time for a change!  Remember “this life” and “that day!”
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These are days in which a tidal wave
of iniquity seems to be breaking upon our
world.  Western civilization faces the
prospect of being overwhelmed by hordes
of heathen armies from without and
mounting waves of pagan principles from
within.  One could argue, that, as Churchill
said during the depths of World War II, “A
cataract of ruin has come upon us.”  The
rise of crime rages in our streets, our
prisons are overcrowded, the AIDS
contagion ravages our youth, venereal
disease grows exponentially, divorce
cancels one half of our marriages,
staggering debt consumes our patrimony –
the list of morose developments goes on
and on.  A generation ago, hardly anyone
conceived of the quick and precipitous
degeneration which has come upon us
now.  There can be no doubt that sin
abounds in our world.

The rise of iniquity is made more
dangerous by the shamelessness of our
time.  People boast of iniquity and the
promoters publicize it in modern insults to
the intelligence called “soap operas” and
“adult movies.”  What men were and once
ashamed to do by the darkness of midnight
they now practice under the noonday sun.
Sin, which is followed by shamelessness, is
the prelude to cultural reprobation.

But wait – we have a marvelous
promise in Scripture which applies to times
like these.  It is given to us by the Apostle
Paul in his magnificent treatise, the book of
Romans, when he says, “But where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound”
(Rom. 5:20).  Here we have a promise that
should cause the Christian heart to leap with
delight in the midst of the burdens of this
world.  The promise of this Word from God is
wonderful indeed.

It is the promise that God sees, God
understands and God responds to a situation
such as we see in our time.  How does He
respond?  He responds with an outpouring of
grace which is greater in quantity and quality
than the sinfulness of our world.  It is the
promise that, in this period of history, God
continues to deal with our world by grace.
Despite man’s awful iniquity, He gives him
“space to repent.”  Stronger than the moral
diseases which have come upon our world,
larger than the problems before us is the
marvelous grace of Jesus Christ.  It is indeed,
grace that is greater than all our sin.

More than often, the Bible promises the
powerful response of God against a tide of
iniquity.  Isaiah gave us the promise “When
the enemy shall come in like a flood, the
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him” (Isa. 59:19).  What a promise!
That standard, of course, is not simply a flag on
a pole.  No indeed, it is the lives, the prayers,
the sacrifice, the godly living and especially the
testimony of believing Christians.  We are the
divine representatives whom God uses in a
world like this to stem the tide of iniquity.
Knowing Christ, we are made stronger than all
that the world may press against us.  “Who is he
that overcomes the world, but he that
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”  ( I John
5:5).  Therefore, we have the wonderful
promise which should be the object of our daily
confidence: “Greater is He that is in you, than
he that is in the world” (I John 4:4).

Therefore, in these days of mounting
iniquity, the Christian must not succumb to
discouragement or depression.  The false
lights of our foolish world are blinking out
one by one.  This means that the light of the
Gospel can now shine more brightly with
greater effect than ever.  Count on it!

    WHERE SIN ABOUNDED

REACHING THE GRADUATE
Give a copy of LIFE AT ITS VERY BEST.  Send for your free copy.
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 From the writings of Dave Breese

It’s springtime 2006--what a
wonderful time of year!   We are about to
celebrate the world’s most important miracle,
the most glorious event in the history of
mankind, the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Happy Easter to you!  The resurrection makes
possible the great reality of “Christ in you,
the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).  Christianity
is the inner presence of our living Lord.

There are a lot of people who believe
that God is basically against us, that He is a
sadist, and that He wants to inflict pain upon
people.  After all, we see war and suffering and
sickness and poverty and painful difficulties
in most of our lives.  As a result, many people
have been tempted to misinterpret God and
say things about Him that are not true.

First of all, the resurrection means
that you and I are forgiven of all of our sins.
The Apostle Paul speaks most pointedly of
this when he says that Jesus Christ “was
delivered for our offenses, and raised again
for our justification” (Romans 4:25).  Did
our dear Savior simply die as the hopeless
martyr for a lost cause?  The answer is “no,”
He is our glorious Savior.  He triumphed over
sin on Calvary’s cross and we have evidence of
this–the resurrection.  Having been justified
by His blood, we are confident of eternal
salvation because Christ was raised again
“because of” our justification.  Christ
declares all who believe in the finished work
of the cross to be perfectly righteous.  The
proof of this is the resurrection.  How
marvelous is imputed righteousness!

In the resurrection of Christ there
is a new life to live.  Speaking about His post-
resurrection life, Jesus said, “Because I live,
you shall live also” (John 14:19).  Make no
mistake about it, Christianity is a faith to
believe, but it is also a life to live.  The life of

God in the lives of men is what Christ promised,
and the proof of the validity of that promise was
His own resurrection.  The empty tomb proves it
all!

In the resurrection of Christ there is
power for all occasions.  Stating the great
remaining ambition of his life, the Apostle Paul
said, “That I may know Him, and the power of
His resurrection” (Phil. 3:10).  Thus the Bible
teaches that Christ takes up His residence within
us.  The Apostle Paul declares that His presence
produces power, authority, capability, overcoming
strength within us to live a life that is equal to
every occasion.  The Christian should be a
vibrantly alive person indeed!

Therefore, as we celebrate the Easter
season once again, we must remember that the
resurrection of our dear Savior-the Lord Jesus-
has awesome consequences in the life of all of us
who believe.  In these present hours, Christ is our
enabling capability for all occasions.  As we
celebrate this Easter season, let us also consider
the millions of our world who do not know the
forgiveness and presence of Christ in their lives.
We must pray that there will once again be that
overwhelming curiosity on the part of the lost to
know the Lord Jesus and His life within.  Having
prayed, let us do what we can in order that others
will be brought to the place where they will
believe on Jesus Christ and have everlasting life.
Remember that the resurrection is a part of the
Gospel.  The whole Gospel is the marvelous
announcement that “Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; And that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the scriptures” (I Cor.15:3,4).
Think of it, any person who believes that Jesus
died on the cross for his sins as the Son of God
and rose again, that person is given the marvelous
gift of everlasting life.  God offers this gift to all!
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In this 325-page
hardcover book,Dr.
Couch sets forth the
doctrines of inspira-
tion, revelation, and
inerrancy in a way
that is both simple and
profound.  The unique
nature of the Bible
will become a living
entity to your mind
and heart as you see
evidence that God
truly has spoken.
Proof after proof of
the inerrancy of the
Scripture is offered as
Dr. Couch goes
through the Bible
book-by-book to
answer the key
arguments of those
who claim the Bible is
full of error.

INSPIRATION AND INERRANCY:
GOD HAS SPOKEN

by Mal Couch

 Booklet , Audio Cassette or CD  $5 ea
 Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea Suggested Contribution:  $20

Suggested Contribution:

 SEARCHING FOR THE ARK OF
THE COVENANT--

Latest Discoveries and Research
by Randall Price

Suggested Contribution:  $15

In this book, join Middle
East expert Randall Price
in a fast-paced explora-
tion of the facts and
fables about the Ark of
the Covenant.  Your
journey will take you
through several conti-
nents, many diverse
cultures, and four millen-
nia of history.  As you
trace the fascinating path
the Ark has taken to its
present hiding place and
discover its incredible
significance for the
future, you will see why
the search for the Ark of
the Covenant is one of
the most significant
quests of our time.

ARMAGEDDON
Where It All Ends

The Secrets of Megiddo Revealed

It will be the end of the world as we know it!  In his
most fascinating and prophetically intense work ever,
Dr. Hindson takes you on location the the legendary
city of Megiddo.  There, ancient ruins whisper tales of
unspeakable events and silently stand guard over the
Plains of Jezreel where the prophesied Battle of
Armageddon will one day bring the world as we know
it to an end!
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Throughout this nation’s history, many of its greatest
leaders believed that America’s future was inextricably
linked to America’s faith in God.  This mighty nation,
now known as The United States of America, was born
from the dream of people who envisioned a sovereign
state where people could be free and only God would be
their king.  This intriguing and artful,  8"x10"
hardcover book will re-awaken the original dream
within the hearts of young and old alike.  Filled
cover to cover with exquisite artwork depicting the
original scenes, along with in-depth historical facts
woven throughout, this book will enlighten and
educate all to the wonderful and rich history of this
“One Nation Under God.” Discover the real story!

AMERICA’S LOST DREAM
Written by Tom Dooley

Illustrated by Bill Looney
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BENJI  OFF THE LEASH!
by Joe Camp

Suggested Contribution:
VIDEO $16          DVD $ 18

Two of Benji’s TV
specials have won
Emmy Awards.
Benji Off the Leash!
has garnered
tremendous reviews
in all major pub-
lications. This family
film embodies much
of Christ's teachings:
love, hope and
perseverence.

SOMETHING  FOR  EVERYONE

LORD OF THE BEANS--
A Lesson in Using Your Gifts

Veggie Tales

Suggested Contribution:
VIDEO $16          DVD $ 18

Sunday
morning
values
with
Saturday
morning
fun.  This
VeggieTales
video or
DVD has
a lesson
in using
your gifts.

KING JAMES BIBLE COMMENTARY
Ed Hindson, General Editor

Suggested Contribution:  $39

Complete verse-by-verse commentary
Outlines and introductions for each book of the Bible
Maps and charts for quick reference

.

.

.

The most popular
Bible Commen-
tary ever pub-
lished, with over
1,800 pages of
scriptural enlight-
en-ment.  Unrav-
el the mysteries
of every book of
the Bible, with
over 20 Bible
scholars as your
guide.

PROPHECIES
 OF THE PASSION--DVD
   with Ed Hindson and others

Suggested Contribution:  $25

In this faith-affirming,
hour-long DVD, noted
Christian leaders
explore the amazing
precision of prophetic
fulfillment in Jesus
Christ!

SHEERLUCK HOLMES
and  the GOLDEN RULER

Veggie Tales

Sunday
morning
values with
Saturday
morning
fun.  This
VeggieTales
video or
DVD has a
lesson in
friendship.

As the premier of the
DaVinci Code movie
approaches, find out for
yourself why we need
to stand up for our faith
and be prepared to
answer these bold and
obvious lies of the
devil.The DaVinci
Code condemns the
Bible as the product of
a man-made conspiracy
to hide the truth!

CRACKING THE
DAVINCI  CODE

by Ed Hindson

 Booklet , Audio Cassette or CD  $5 ea
 Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea

Suggested Contribution:

Suggested Contribution:
VIDEO $16          DVD $ 18

  Entertaining
  Captivating
  Contemporary
  Powerful footage
  State-of-the-art graphics

*
*
*
*
*
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ROSE BOOK OF BIBLE CHARTS, MAPS & TIME LINES(192-page hardcover book) .............
AMERICA’ S LOST DREAM(80-page hardcover book)  ....................................................................
PROPHECIES OF THE PASSION(DVD ONLY)  .............................................................................
CRACKING THE DAVINCI CODE(booklet) .....................................................................................
CRACKING THE DAVINCI CODE (audio) ..........................................(audio CD) EH39CD .......
CRACKING THE DAVINCI CODE(video) ..........................................(videoDVD) DVD639 .......
ARMAGEDDON:  WHERE IT ALL ENDS(booklet)  ........................................................................
ARMAGEDDON:  WHERE IT ALL ENDS( audio) .............................(audio CD) EH57CD ......
ARMAGEDDON:  WHERE IT ALL ENDS(video) ..............................(videoDVD) DVD657 .....
THE SECRET OF ABUNDANCE(booklet)  ........................................................................................
INSPIRATION AND INERRANCY:  GOD HAS SPOKEN(325-page hardcover book)  ...............
SEARCHING FOR THE ARK OF THE COVENANT(226-page softcover book)  ........................
THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH(booklet only)  ...........................................................................
WHAT TO DO IF YOU MISS THE RAPTURE! (booklet)  ..............................................................
WHAT TO DO IF YOU MISS THE RAPTURE!  (audio) ...................(audio CD) DB96CD ......
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END-TIMES SERIES SPECIAL(6 booklets--32-48 pages)  ................................................................
END-TIMES SERIES SPECIAL(6 audios) .............................................(6 audio CDs) CDETS ....
END-TIMES SERIES SPECIAL(6 videos) .............................................(6 videoDVDs) DVDET ..
GOD IS THERE IN THE TOUGH TIMES(200-page softcover book) .............................................
EZEKIEL--SEER OF VISIONS--PART 1 (booklet) ...........................................................................
EZEKIEL--SEER OF VISIONS--PART 1(audio) ................................(audio CD) EH54CD .......
EZEKIEL--SEER OF VISIONS--PART 1 (video) ...............................(videoDVD) DVD654 ......
EZEKIEL--HERALD OF HOPE--PART 2 (booklet)  ........................................................................
EZEKIEL--HERALD OF HOPE--PART 2(audio) ..............................(audio CD) EH55CD .......
EZEKIEL--HERALD OF HOPE--PART 2 (video)   ...........................(videoDVD) DVD655  .....
BATTLE FOR AMERICA  IN THE LAST DAYS (booklet)  ............................................................
BATTLE FOR AMERICA  IN THE LAST DAYS (audio) ................(audio CD) EH46CD .......
BATTLE FOR AMERICA  IN THE LAST DAYS (video) ................(videoDVD) DVD646 ......
PROPHECY AND THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM (booklet)  ...............................................
PROPHECY AND THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM (audio)  ....(audio CD) EH45CD .....
PROPHECY AND THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM (video) .....(video DVD) DVD645 ...
THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLE PROPHECY(420-page hardcover book) ..........
KING JAMES BIBLE COMMENTARY(1,800-page hardcover book) .............................................
SHEERLUCK HOLMES & THE GOLDEN RULER-VeggieTales(video)  ...................................
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Here is my gift of $_______ for the ministry of Christian Destiny.  Use where needed most!



ROSE BOOK OF BIBLE CHARTS,
 MAPS & TIME LINES

Suggested Contribution: $49

“This is the most exciting visual resource I’ve ever seen!  The
moment I saw it, I knew I had to have it!  I got one for myself,
and one for every member of our staff. If I could give only 2
books to a new Christian, to help him understand what
Christianity is all about, one would be the Bible. The other would
be this book!”
                                                                 Dr. Ed Hindson

192 Magnificent Full-Color Loose-Leaf Pages in an

Oversized 9 1/4" X 11 1/4" Hardcover Spiral Ring Binder:

* Illustrations   * Maps   * Charts

   * Time Lines           * Islam and Christianity

      * Cults and Religions   * Denominations

         * Kings and Prophets   * Twelve Disciples

   * How We Got the Bible   * Noah’s Ark

                      and much, much more!

Pages may be reproduced for your Sunday School class or
your group Bible study.

Remember, part of your gift goes to the spreading of the Gospel by the ministry of Christian Destiny.
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