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THE IMPERATIVE OF FAITH

Part 2

 Let us remember, then, that faith without “the faith” is delusion. Above all else, Christianity,

the call to faith, presents the divine Person and the historical acts in which to believe.

 As a result of this historical, objective faith, it is possible for us to have personal faith. That is

what Peter is referring to when he says to “add to your faith” the other imperatives. He assumes that

his readers have moved from cynicism to acceptance and have stepped from no faith to the faith.

 Christianity is, therefore, not only “the faith,” but it is personal, subjective faith. When I

exercise faith, the objective facts about God and the atonement available in Jesus Christ become my

personal possessions.

 Each person must ask himself, Do I have this personal faith? What is personal, saving faith 

in Christ?

 This “faith unto salvation” has been illustrated in many ways.  If I stand on the twenty-seventh

floor of a tall building and press the button for an elevator, I am confident (I have faith) that the 

elevator will arrive.  Indeed, it does, and the door opens.  I am now presented with a vehicle that, I am

confident (I have faith), will take me to the ground floor or to the top of that building, provided I step 

into it. When I do, my faith in that elevator takes the form of personal trust. It has become not only

objective confidence but a personal reality to me.

 In the same way, the faith of the Gospel–the truth of Christianity–becomes the path to my

personal salvation when I exercise faith. This is accomplished by accepting Christ’s death as my way

to right standing before God.

 This way of salvation is presented to us by the Apostle John when he gives us his account of the

life and ministry of Christ. He speaks of the Lord Jesus coming into the world to His own people and

making them the loving offer of salvation. Sadly, their response was negative: “He came unto His 

own, and His own received Him not” (John 1:11).  This is one of the saddest verses in the Bible.

 Because they did not receive Him, Israel–and then the world–moved into desolation and

rejection.

 But then comes one of the happiest verses in Scripture. There were individuals who did hear

and heed and who believed the facts about the Lord Jesus.  “But as many as received Him, to them 
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gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name” (John 1:12). 

Exercising faith comes in the form of receiving Christ–believing on His name.

 Christ illustrated this transaction further when, explaining the way of salvation, He said, “As

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  That 

whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). In referring

back to this Old Testament picture, Christ is using an event in the lives of the children of Israel to show

the nature of personal acceptance of Him.

 In Numbers 21, we see that the children of Israel committed a transgression against the Lord.

In that regard, they are an illustration of the entire human race and of each one of us. They spoke

against the Lord, and they held His provision for them in contempt. They said, “For there is no 

bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loathes this light bread” (Numbers 21:5).  The

response from the Lord is most telling.  “The Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 

bit the people; and much people of Israel died” (Numbers 21:6).

 As a result of this judgment, there was the responsive conviction of sin on the part of the

people. We have here an illustration of the purpose of God’s judgment of the world. “Therefore 

the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and 

against you; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.  And Moses prayed for 

the people” (Numbers 21:7).

 What was the provision that came from God? “The Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 

serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he 

looketh upon it, shall live” (Numbers 21:8).

 What an interesting and marvelous provision! The Lord instructed Moses that a serpent

resembling the one that bit the people was to be made of brass. To obtain healing, the people were

required only to look upon the serpent. The formula that came from God was “Look and live.”

 Moses did as he was instructed, putting a serpent on a pole in the center of the camp and

inviting those who were infected to participate in the divine remedy.  What a beautiful result came to

pass! “If a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived” (Numbers 

21:9). The message that went out to the people of Israel was that God had provided a way by which

they would be delivered. The requirement placed upon them was so simple as to be almost unrelated

to the severity of the problem.

 Now there may have been those in Israel who had philosophic arguments against this method of

deliverance, who believed that other remedies were superior, or who allowed personal disillusionment

or a dozen other problems to prevent them from believing and responding to this simple remedy.

However, no other provision had been made except that one must look and then one would live. The

simple way of salvation was also the sole way of salvation.

 Christ used this account of the serpent in the wilderness to illustrate saving faith.  He announced

that in this very fashion must “the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believes in Him should 

not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).
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 Following this statement comes that magnificent offer of eternal life.  Jesus gives us the most 

well-known and revered statement in the entire Word of God, “For God so loved the world, that 

He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life” (John 3:16).  Christ then tells us that the Son of Man came not to bring

condemnation but salvation. Salvation becomes mine through faith.

 The simplicity of faith is also evident in the life of Abraham.  In Romans 4:1-2, the Apostle Paul

says, “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, has found?  

For if Abraham were justified by works, he has whereof to glory; but not before God.  For what 

says the scripture?  Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”

 Abraham is the illustration of the exercise of saving faith. What did Abraham actually do in

order to receive imputed righteousness? He believed God. The word used here is amen. Abraham

said amen to God, and he was instantly and eternally saved, having received the gift of imputed

righteousness.  Paul presses the point by saying, “Now to him that works is the reward not 

reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him that works not, but believes on Him that justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is counted [imputed] for righteousness” (Romans 4:4-5).  Salvation, then,

comes not to the one who works to earn or merit the gift. It is given to the one who believes. Faith

alone brings imputed righteousness.

 What is imputed righteousness?  It is merit or acceptance before God that is put to our

account, as it were, in the bank of heaven.  It is not imparted righteousness, for there is no such thing.  

In salvation, God does not make us righteous, but He declares us righteous. Imputed righteousness,

therefore, is the basis of our perfect legal standing before God.  Because of this ascribed

righteousness “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” 

(Romans 8:1).

 Down through the years of Christian history, thousands, convicted of sin, conscious that they

have offended God, wanting to be reconciled to Him, have asked the question, “What must I do to 

be saved?” Many discovered, even in the process of asking this question, the trust that became

personal faith in the Savior.

 From where does this faith come? “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God”  (Romans 10:17). We can promise that the one who examines the teaching of the Scripture

with an open mind will become aware of the need for faith.  In the sincere seeker, this awareness will

produce the desire for personal salvation. That desire, followed by the exercise of personal faith,

brings the seeker to the transaction that is salvation.

 From faith where do we go?

 Having been saved by faith, the believer discovers faith to be a growing thing.  God in-

creasingly becomes the loving Father who rules our lives and who is to be trusted in every

circumstance and with everything.  Having come to Christ, the Apostle Paul tells of the consequences

of his own personal step of faith.  He said, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 

He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). By

faith we can trust God not only for eternal salvation but for every other consideration in life as well.
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 In exactly this fashion, Paul, in the name of the Lord, extends an invitation to us.  In his most

brilliant treatise, the book of Romans, he speaks to those who have believed and says, “I beseech 

you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1).  Here the call to

commitment is not extended to the sinner but to the brethren. Salvation and commitment are two

distinct things. Eternal life come because of Christ’s commitment unto death for us on the cross.

Significant service for the Savior comes when our faith leads us to commitment to Him.  Faith, 

therefore, is the door to salvation and the basis of all the qualities that God intends to build faithfully

into our lives.  So imperative is this first quality of life that it is presented in the Word of God as the 

basis of life itself. Consequently, we have the oft-repeated principle in Scripture, “The just shall 

live by faith” (Romans 1:17).

 By faith we anticipate that we will live through each day. By faith we retire at night in the

quiet confidence that we shall wake in the morning.  By faith we cross the street, drive a car, ride on 

an airplane, and perform a hundred other daily tasks.  The one who insists that he wants nothing to  

do with faith and claims that he operates only on the basis of his eyes will find it impossible to live at 

all.  Those who deny the existence of faith and claim they rely only on what can be seen and proved

are deluding themselves.  It takes faith for anyone to live.  The Christian, however, knows that and

rejoices in it.

 When the Christian decides to live by faith, to rest in its inevitability, he makes a wonderful

discovery.  He discovers that he has access by faith into the grace wherein he stands (Romans 5:2).  

Before him opens the treasure house of God--access to everything, including the universe itself--

which has been purchased for him by Jesus Christ on Calvary’s cross. The promise given to us by

the Apostle Paul has yet to be tested to its fullest by even the most ambitious Christian. “Therefore 

being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  By whom 

also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 

of God” (Romans 5:1-2). Walking by faith should not be a tenuous and trembling activity on the

part of the timid, reluctant believer.  It should produce great accomplishments and rejoicing in what

Scripture calls the “hope of the glory of God.” The believer who moves from a tentative pursuit of

the will of God to enthusiastic participation in the life of faith can expect astonishing results.

 In Hebrews 11, God has given us the believers’ hall of fame. Here we can read the stories

of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and many others.  The heroic lives of these

spiritual giants reinforce what we already know but need to remember: “Without faith it is 

impossible to please Him: for he that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is the 

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). Just a glimpse into the possibilities

of faith should lead us to say with sincerity to our Heavenly Father, “Lord, increase our faith.”

From the writings of Dave Breese
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THE NEW ANSWERS BOOK
Over 25 Questions on 

Creation/Evolution and the Bible
 Ken Ham General Editor

Christians live in a 
culture with more 
questions than ever--
questions that affect 
one's acceptance of the 
Bible as authoritative 
and trustworthy.  Timely 
and scientifically solid, 
this 378-page softcover 
book offers concise 
answers from leading 
creationist Ken Ham 
and others.

IN THE FIRE OF GOD'S WRATH
The Coming Middle East War

by Ed Hindson

Booklet , Audio Cassette or CD $6 ea
Video Cassette or DVD $20 ea

Suggested Contribution:

Israel's Future 
Destiny and The
Battle of Gog 
and Magog are 
explained by Dr. 
Hindson in this 
new series.
There will be a 
major war in the 
Middle East--
and it will 
change the 
balance of power 
throughout 
Planet Earth.
Will we see it?

Booklets Only

Suggested Contribution: $6 Each

THE RAPTURE 
OF THE CHURCH

RAPTURE:  FULCRUM 
OF HISTORY

 RAPTURE 
AND RETURN

by Dave Breeseby Dave Breese

SATAN'S 10 MOST 
BELIEVABLE LIES

by Dave Breese

Suggested Contribution: 

$10

While Satan's public 
activity has deceived 
millions, he has led 
other millions astray 
with fake doctrine.
Active, strong 
resistance is the way 
to defeat Satan.  Each 
chapter of this book
defines a satanic lie 
and compares it to 
the truth found in 
Scripture.  Learn how 
to fight each lie. 

CHART ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION
by Dr. Richard  D. Emmons

Suggested Contribution: $9

by Dave Breese

A FULL-COLOR, 12" by 18" POSTER by theology 
professor Emmons that outlines Revelation clearly.  
You can see which events belong in each chapter.  
This chart takes a complicated book and makes it 
easier for everyone to understand.

ON THE THRESHOLD OF ETERNITY  

KINGDOM COME
THE FINAL VICTORY

by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins 
THE FINAL BOOK IN THE BEST-SELLING 

LEFT BEHIND SERIES
The horrors of the 
Tribulation are over, and 
Jesus Christ has set up 
his perfect kingdom on 
Earth.  As the 
Millennium draws to a 
close the final 
generation of the 
unrepentant prepares to 
mount a new offensive 
against the Lord 
Himself--sparking the 
final and ultimate 
conflict from which only 
one side will emerge the 
eternal victor. 

350-page hardcover book or CD
Suggested Contribution:  $25 each

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE

Suggested Contribution:  $25



MOE AND THE BIG EXIT
 A Lesson in Followin' Directions

                         Veggie Tales

Sunday
morning
values with 
Saturday
morning
fun.  This 
VeggieTales 
DVD has a
lesson in 
following
directions.

    IRAN--THE COMING CRISIS
Radical Islam, Oil, And The Nuclear Threat

by Mark Hitchcock

Suggested Contribution:  $20
214-page softcover book

Ezekiel 38-39 
foretells Iran's 
future.  Iran, Russia, 
and other Islamic 
nations will invade 
Israel in the end 
times.  Today, the 
connection between 
Iran and Russia 
grows stronger.  
Mark Hitchcock 
exposes Iran's past, 
present, and future 
with striking clarity.  
Find maps, charts 
and answers to your 
every question 
inside.

Suggested Contribution:  DVD $ 18

BENJI--The Movie
and

FOR THE LOVE OF BENJI
DVD 2 Pack

Suggested Contribution:  DVD 2 Pack  $20

Benji-The Movie is
one of the best loved 
family films.  The 
shaggy stray saves the 
day--and wins himself 
a home.

Benji finds himself 
separated from his 
family and on the run 
in Athens in this 
second movie called 
For The Love of Benji.

  Book Introductions and Outlines
  End-of-verse cross reference system
  Easy-to-read concordance
  Words of Christ in red letter

Suggested Contribution:  $25

KING JAMES GIANT PRINT         
REFERENCE BIBLE

PERSONAL SIZE
 Easy-to-carry size 
    (6.4in x 9.4in).

 Burgundy--Bonded Leather 

NEW KING JAMES GIANT    
PRINT REFERENCE BIBLE 

PERSONAL SIZE

Suggested Contribution:  $25
Burgundy--Leatherflex

This New King James Personal 
Size Giant Print Bible (1,536 
pages) comes with a highly 
portable size (5 9/10in x 8 3/5in).

*
*
*
*

GOD MADE YOU SPECIAL
VeggieTales

Suggested Contribution:  $18

In "A Snoodle's 
Tale," a self-
conscious Snoodle 
realizes the way 
God sees him is the 
only thing  that 
matters and all the 
Veggies are 
reminded of their 
uniqueness in this 
all NEW DVD.
Over 70 minutes of 
laughs, music, fun 
and lots of 
surprises, God
Made You Special
is sure to be a 
favorite of 
VeggieTales fans 
everywhere!

 SPECIAL OFFER 
VeggieTales--DVDs

The Star of Christmas and 
The Toy That Saved 

Christmas
Suggested Contribution:  $12

A Lesson  In 
Fighting Temptation

Suggested Contribution:  $12

HOLIDAY DOUBLE 
FEATURE 

LARRY BOY  
AND THE 

BAD APPLE

STREET DATE         
AUGUST 11th

SOMETHING  FOR  EVERYONE
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CELEBRATING  35  YEARS

What About Babylon? - Dr. Howard C. Estep (1980)

The Rapture - Dr. Howard C. Estep (1984)

Life, Death & Immortality - Dr. Dave Breese (1993)

The Prophetic Timeline - Dr. Dave Breese (1996)

Jesus Is the Theme of Prophecy - Dr. Ed Hindson (2004)

The Battle of Gog and Magog - Dr. Ed Hindson (2007)

The King is Coming 
telecast is cele-
brating 35 years of 
God's blessing on 
one of the longest 
running programs in 
the history of 
Christian television.  
It was Dave's 
privilege to be the 
speaker on the 
telecast for 
15 years.  A 
Commemorative 
2 DVD set is being 
offered containing 
6 classic episodes.
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