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WHAT THE DEVIL DOESN’T WANT YOU TO KNOW!      Part 1

The Knowledge of God

	 Perhaps the most important commodity in the entire universe is the knowledge of God.  The Bible  
indicates, and human experience bears witness to the fact, that without the knowledge of God, there can 
only come disaster.  With that knowledge, we possess a Divine insight that helps us deal victoriously with 
the pressures of life, and enables us to make the most of the many opportunities that come our way.

	 The knowledge of God is what makes it possible for nations and people to survive.  The Bible says  
in a hundred different ways that apart from that knowledge, desolation inevitably comes to pass.

	 I’ve had the blessed opportunity on several occasions, to walk upon the sand and the stones of the  
Middle East.  Looking at those apparently endless deserts first hand, and then flying over them for what  
seemed to be an eternity, I found myself wondering, “Why all the sand?  Why all the rubble?  Why all the heat?”

	 Those questions were recently renewed when I viewed a “National Geographic” television special,  
in which a caravan of people went deep into the sand dunes of the Middle East.  After a while, they came  
upon a rocky area where they began to sweep the sand away.  The search revealed an inscription on those 
rocks, miles and miles from where anybody lived.  It told the story of a well-developed civilization; pictures  
of trees and plants and flowers and fountains and castles and people.  There once had been a thrivng society  
there at that impossible location, but now it is all gone!  The explorers looked around, and conjured up 
suggestions as to why that culture had passed into oblivion.

	 I’ve developed a growing conviction that once upon a time, these deserts were verdant fields and 
fountains and palm trees and culture and an advanced civilization.  Then something happened, which turned  
that civilization into desolation!

	 It is said that oil comes from decomposed vegetable matter.  When you look at the topography of  
Kuwait, and the vast southern deserts of Iran and Iraq, you are hard pressed to find a single living thing there,  
as far as the eye can see.  Yet deep underground lies an ocean of oil, proof that the Middle East once 
bloomed like a paradise.  The Garden of Eden was most probably somewhere near the land of Kuwait.  But  
now, nothing.  It is all gone.  What happened?

	 I’ve thought about that many times, and I’m sure you have too.  The Bible, which opens our 
understanding to the knowledge of God, offers a provocative description of the path that leads to  
desolation:

	 “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful;  
but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves  
to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made  
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.  Wherefore God  
also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies 
between themselves:  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
more than the Creator, who is blessed forever.  Amen.  For this cause God gave them up unto vile  
affections:  for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:  And 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was fitting. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave  
them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting” (Romans 1:21-28).
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	 Romans 1 goes on to describe the awful, downward steps of degeneracy which will eventually 
consume every society that rejects the knowledge of God.  We need to think about that most precious 
commodity, the knowledge of God, more intently in this day and age, because inch by inch and hour by  
hour, that knowledge is slipping away from us, and we dance with forces of destruction.  

The Revelation of God

	 In the beginning, all of mankind had the knowledge of God.  Adam had a personal knowledge of  
God.  He walked with God every evening in the cool of the garden.  Cain and Abel retained the knowledge  
of God, but one responded affirmatively to it, and one did not.  Nebuchadnezzar, whose arrogance 
sentenced him to discover the humility of madness, gained the knowledge of God.  After that untoward 
experience in which God straightened him out, Nebuchadnezzar testified, “There’s nobody else that runs  
the universe, besides God!”  

	 The knowledge of God has been written upon many of the pages of history.  Conversely, the  
absence of that knowledge has been obvious in cultures that have experienced desolation.  The knowledge  
of God is the world’s most precious commodity.  One could almost weep, to think of how ignorant people  
are about the things which really matter--God, His will, His purpose--all of which He’s freely made  
available to man.  God has revealed Himself to man, so that man, believing in Him, might know prosperity  
and blessing and every other good thing.  Without that knowledge, terrible things take place!

The Competing Darkness

	 If you saw the wreckage of an airplane on the desert floor, you would logically ask, “What  
happened, to cause it to fall?”  You must also ask that about our world today.  What has happened to man,  
that caused him to turn from the knowledge of God?  The answer is, that a competing darkness has been 
pressed upon him, flooding his mind and soul in an attempt to extinguish the knowledge of God.

	 Let us remember that there was a time in Heaven when an angel by the name of Lucifer rebelled 
against God.  Lucifer had said, “I will take over the universe.” God said, “You will not.  You will not become  
the master of everything.”  And so Lucifer was cast out of Heaven, and became Satan.  Satan was allowed  
to take up residence on a planet called Earth.  There, he began to subvert mankind.  Satan has worked 
diligently from then until now, seeking to supplant the knowledge of God with his competing darkness.  It’s  
almost as if a conduit from the dreadful soul of Satan was plugged into the heart of mankind.  The way the  
Bible puts it is:  

	 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).

	 So the world is the scene of a cosmic competition that pits God and the knowledge of truth, against  
Satan and the darkness he fights to produce in the lives of men through his lies.  The Devil has been a liar  
from the very beginning.  In a battle between truth and lies, it makes sense that there would be key elements  
of truth--light, if you will--that the enemy of truth doesn’t want you to possess.  This is one of them!  The  
world in which we live must not be presumed to be “a good place.”  It is a place of competition between  
good and evil, a field of warfare, upon which you and I are called to do battle.  With that truth in mind, we 
are no longer tempted to say, “There are problems in the world, and therefore, there is no God.”  Rather, 
we recognize that the problems in the world are enhanced by Satan, and God allows those problems to  
continue.  In the end, even our problems will be turned around to bring glory to God.  Understand life by  
thinking of this world as a battlefield, the place of conflict between the light and darkness.  To understand  
that, is to know something the Devil doesn’t want you to know!

The Light of the World

	 Now, before we despair of the terrible darkness coming against us, let’s remember the simple  
expression, “The Light of the World.”  God saw the competition between good and evil, light and darkness,  
the knowledge of God being assailed by error, man sinking further and further into sin, and God did 
something!  God sent His Son, so that we wouldn’t have to fight the darkness alone.  The Bible says:

	 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).
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	 That event, which took place in Bethlehem nearly 2,000 years ago, was one of the greatest events 
in the history of mankind.  God sent us the Light that would conquer the darkness, when He came to earth  
in the form of a man.  Jesus Christ was the Name of that Man, the Son of the living and true God.  Christ said:

	 “I am the light of the world:  he that follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have  
the light of life” (John 8:12).

	 Our understanding of the knowledge of God expands, then, when we remember that God in His 
wisdom did not abandon the world to sin.  Instead, the Lord Himself came to live in this world.  He became  
the sacrifice for our sins, dying on the cross of Calvary, that we might have life eternal and be freed from  
the bonds of darkness.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world:  he that follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness.”  Every single person who has responded affirmatively to that statement has seen it work out  
in his own life.  

	 But now, thinking further about the knowledge of God, there’s something else very important that  
the Devil doesn’t want you to know.  Jesus, at the end of His earthly ministry, said something slightly 
different from “I am the light of the world.”  Turning to His disciples, Jesus said, “You are the light of  
the world” (Matthew 5:14).  You are concerned about the knowledge of God ebbing in the world, and  
you would like it to flow more completely, until the knowledge of Divine reality covers the earth.  Then you  
must remember: you are responsible to bring that to pass! “You are the light of the world.”  This was  
said many times in Scripture.  One of the most emphatic, was when the Apostle Paul turned to the Corinthian  
church and said, “some have not the knowledge of God” (1 Corinthians 15:34).  There are people who  
do not know of Christ, of deliverance from sin, who have not been able to extricate themselves from the  
competing darkness. “Some have not the knowledge of God:   I speak this to your shame” (1  
Corinthians 15:34).
	
	 What a devastating remark!  It is a shame for people to not have the knowledge of God.  It is a  
shame for believers who have the knowledge of God to occupy themselves in other things, besides bringing  
the light of the world to a lost mankind.  One of the strongest appeals for our lives to be committed, to be  
light bearers in a world like this, to know and then propagate the knowledge of God, is found in that very  
statement. “You as Christians,” the Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians, “have been living in nineteen 
separate sins,” and he names them.  He told them they should be ashamed of themselves, because, “While  
you are playing your little games, the world dies and dies and dies.  While you wait, the world slips further  
into ignorance and darkness.”

	 By the way, ignorance is a kind of a vacuum that is soon filled by other satanic things.  When a 
person is ignorant, he is vulnerable to the cults.  He is vulnerable to the lies of atheism.  He is vulnerable 
to many other kinds of degeneracy.  It is the knowledge of God that makes the difference.  You must 
consider yourself as a purveyor of that knowledge.  In so doing, you become a threat to the Devil!

The Ascending Apostasy

	 When we began, we stated that at one time, the whole world possessed the knowledge of God.   
In failing to respond to that knowledge, the nations of the world became apostate, reprobate, a literal  
hotbed of lies.  As time progressed, they perverted the light that came from the fragments of the knowledge  
of God which remained, and invented other gods and religions.  The points of similarity in the so-called great  
religions, are simply the last glimmers of light shining through the twisted deception that supplanted the  
knowledge of God so long ago.  

	 Today, every place in which the knowledge of God has not been regained, is marked by ascending  
apostasy.  The Apostle Paul, talking about the end of the age, said: “that day shall not come, except  
there come the falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition”  
(2 Thessalonians 2:3).

	 The Day of the Lord is a time of judgment spoken of so frequently in the Bible that it is often simply  
called, “that day.”  It begins with a seven year period of time called the Tribulation.  A rising tide of 
apostasy will warn us of the coming of “that day,” and that tide of apostasy is crashing in upon us even 
now!  The Bible indicates that as the end approaches: “some shall depart from the faith, giving heed  
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons” (I Timothy 4:1).
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 From the writings of Dave Breese

	 When spiritual ignorance sets in, when the knowledge of God comes to a very low ebb, when we  
no longer teach our children and all others what we can about the knowledge of Jesus Christ, apostasy takes  
over.  That persistent, nagging darkness that always seems to hang on the edge of spiritual reality, begins  
to flow back in again.  

	 Are we seeing that today?  Dear friend, it has become a dreadful characteristic of the church of our  
time, and one that should cause us to weep. How many people in the world profess to be Christians?  
Maybe a billion and a  half.  How many still believe in the teaching of the Word of God?  How many still  
believe that the Scriptures are literally true?  How many still believe that there’s a heaven to gain, and a hell  
to shun?  How many believe that Jesus Christ is the only Savior for a lost mankind?  Not everybody.  I  
seriously doubt if you could find 10 per cent of the people in the world that claim to be Christians, who still  
believe the doctrines that are the very essence of Christian faith!

	 Many times, we see the persistent spread of darkness and ask, “Why is it that life is such a constant  
struggle?”  It is allowed to be so, because you and I are called to be contestants in that great battle between  
Christ and Satan.  

The Triumph of Truth

	 How will it all end up?  I’m happy to announce, that in the end, truth will triumph.  This is something  
the Devil most definitely doesn’t want you to know!  The marvelous faith that we hold, built upon the  
knowledge of God, will be vindicated one day.

	 How is that going to happen?  Well, the book of the Revelation says that Satan will become  
concerned as we move into that period we call the end of the age, and the Tribulation.  He will see that his  
kingdom needs attention, and he will go forth “having great wrath” (Revelation 12:12).  Revelation 
Chapter 13 tells us that Satan will produce a religion that is the essence, the quintessential reality of 
apostasy.  His vast, apostate, ecumenical, Christ-denying, godless religion--perhaps even retaining the 
name of Christianity--will spread like cancer across the world.  And it will appear to capture everything 
before it.  

	 Does that mean that the knowledge of God will become extinct?  No, because the Bible teaches 
that at the end of that period of time called the Tribulation, Christ will return in power and great glory.  He  
will return in such overwhelming force, that He will depose the Antichrist--an evil world ruler who will be  
worshiped as the god of the new world religion.  The Antichrist will be hurled into the Lake of Fire.  Satan  
will be captured by an angel and bound in chains before being cast into the bottomless pit.  Christ will set  
up His kingdom, and He will reign over the world for 1,000 remarkable years.  The whole world will finally  
understand what it means to have the knowledge of God in living, real presence before you.  The Bible says:

	 “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

	 No one will have to ask about spiritual reality, because holiness will be universal, according to 
Zechariah’s prophecy, spreading even unto the ends of the earth.

	 We believe the great truth, without which the world cannot live.  It is the truth of the knowledge  
of God.  Become the kind of person that is inexorable, that cannot be withstood, that has the arguments  
and the force to make everything fall before the absolute truth of the knowledge of Jesus Christ.  The contest  
is for the knowledge of God, which is the world’s most precious commodity.  Please, commit yourself to  
know it, and then be a part of its distribution across the world of our time.
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SATAN’S TEN MOST
BELIEVABLE LIES

 by Dave Breese

Suggested Contribution:  $15

While Satan’s public 
activity has deceived 
millions, he has led 
other millions astray 
with fake doctrine.  
Active, strong  
resistance is the way 
to defeat Satan.   
Each chapter of this 
book defines a  
satanic lie and  
compares it to the 
truth found in  
Scripture.  Learn  
how to fight each lie.
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THE SECOND COMING OF BABYLON
by Mark Hitchcock

 
  Book Introductions and Outlines
  End-of-verse cross reference system
  Easy-to-read concordance
  Words of Christ in red letter

          KING JAMES GIANT PRINT         
REFERENCE BIBLE  

PERSONAL SIZE
Easy-to-carry size 
    (6.4in x 9.4in).

Suggested Contribution:  $25  
Burgundy--Bonded Leather 

NEW KING JAMES GIANT
PRINT REFERENCE BIBLE

PERSONAL SIZE 

Suggested Contribution:  $25
Burgundy--Leatherflex  

This New King James Personal  
Size Giant Print Bible (1,536  
pages) comes with a highly  
portable size (5 9/10in x 8 3/5in).
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   ONE MINUTE AFTER YOU DIE 
A Preview of Your Final Destination

by Erwin Lutzer
In this softcover (4 1/4" x 7") book, 
Lutzer tackles questions such as: 
Can near-death experiences give us helpful 
information about what happens after death? 
What will heaven be like?

YOUR ETERNAL REWARD
Triumph and Tears at the  
Judgment Seat of Christ

by Erwin Lutzer
This softcover (4 1/4" x 7") book challenges widespread 
misconceptions about the Judgment Seat of Christ that 
have emptied it of its meaning.  Although Christians  
have been justified by faith, Christ will still judge them  
for the “deeds [done] in the body...whether good or bad” (2  
Corinthians 5:10).  How well or poorly we do here might indeed  
determine our status in heaven for all eternity.  

 Suggested Contribution:  $12 each  

This 420-page 
hardcover book 
is the most
exciting study
tool available 
anywhere today. 
For example, 
under A:
  Antichrist
  Ark of the 
  Covenant
  Apostasy
  Angels
  Armageddon...
   and more. 

THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF BIBLE PROPHECY

Tim LaHaye & Ed Hindson, General Editors
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 Suggested Contribution:  $25 each  

WHAT BIBLE PROPHECY SAYS ABOUT...
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Iraq in the 
End Times
Israel and 
Armageddon
Antichrist's 
Ruling City
America In 
the Final Days
War In The
Middle East

DANIEL’S PROPHECIES MADE EASY
by Arno Froese

This 240-page  
softcover book takes 
a new and refresh-
ing look at the 
ancient prophecies 
illustrated by  
Nebuchadnezzar’s 
image, the four 
world powers, the 
ten horns and the 
climax of  
Antichrist’s domin-
ion of planet Earth 
followed by the  
establishment of 
God’s divinely  
ordained Kingdom. 

How Daniel Saw Our Days



SOMETHING  FOR  EVERYONE

BENJI--The Movie
and

FOR THE LOVE OF BENJI
DVD 2 Pack

 

Suggested Contribution:  DVD 2 Pack  $20

Benji-The Movie is   
one of the best loved 
family films.  The 
shaggy stray saves the 
day--and wins himself  
a home.
  
Benji finds himself 
separated from his  
family and on the run 
in Athens in this  
second movie called 
For The Love of Benji.
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In easy-to-understand 
words, here are 101  
favorite stories from the 
Bible that have delighted 
millions of children all 
around the world.  Even 
young children who  
cannot read will love to  
look at the colorful,  
descriptive pictures.  In  
this 215-page hardcover 
book, after each story,  
you will find a few  
questions to encourage  
discussion and help your 
child remember the  
stories.

GOD MADE YOU SPECIAL
VeggieTales

Suggested Contribution:  $18

In “A Snoodle’s 
Tale,” a self- 
conscious Snoodle 
realizes the way  
God sees him is the 
only thing that  
matters and all the  
Veggies are  
reminded of their 
uniqueness in this  
all NEW DVD.  
Over 70 minutes of 
laughs, music, fun 
and lots of  
surprises.
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by Ura Miller

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
FOR YOURSELF--Youth Edition

by Tim LaHaye

Suggested Contribution:  $10 

Everyone wants to 
love and be loved.  
What may surprise 
you is that God  
cares about your 
love life even more 
than you do.  In this 
123-page softcover 
book, Josh  
McDowell, along 
with Ed Stewart,  
offers biblical  
insight and  
practical in- 
struction on how 
to define true love  
the way God does.

Also Available:
VeggieTales

The Wonderful Wizard of Ha’s
Moe and the Big Exit--A Lesson in Followin’ Directions

The purpose of this 
CD and hardcover-- 
colorful book, is to 
assist children in 
applying character 
qualities to 
their lives in  
everyday  
experiences.   
Children will also 
gain a knowledge of 
classical composers 
and some of the  
best and most loved 
melodies ever  
written. CD and Hardcover Book (11"x9 1/2") 

Suggested Contribution:  $15   

THE TRUTHFUL TOAD--CD
and  ABC’s of Character

by Tony Salerno
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101 FAVORITE STORIES
FROM THE BIBLE

FINDING TRUE LOVE
A Devotional Journal For Youth
by Josh McDowell & Ed Stewart

Suggested Contribution:  $8

SUMMER SPECIALS--FOR YOUTH

This 180-page 
softcover book 
packed with 
simple ex- 
planations, 
reading plans, 
and outlines, 
is an ideal re-
source by best-
selling author 
Tim LaHaye 
that will help 
you:
 

  Read through the entire Bible
  Begin a lifelong habit of studying God’s Word
  Understand the Bible's promises and principles
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500-page hardcover book
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THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA OF APOLOGETICS
         Surveying the Evidence for the Truth of Christianity

Ed Hindson and Ergun Caner, General Editors

A non-Christian recently challenged:
“It is no longer enough for you Christians to believe  
something.  We won’t accept simple belief.  You have to be  
able to explain your beliefs and defend them to a growing  
number of skeptics...”

Why do we believe what we believe?:

In a new 500-page encyclopedia, over 60 of the world’s  
greatest Christian leaders tackle the hardest issues of The  
Faith:

*Aryanism  *Astrology  *Buddhism  *Christian Science
*Dualism  *Embryonic Stem Cell Research  *Evolution
*Gender of God  *Hinduism  *Islam  *Jehovah’s Witnesses
*Kabbalah  *Life After Death  *Lost Gospels  *Mormonism   
*Occult  *Paganism  *Preterism  *Reincarnation  *Sin
*Suicide  *Trinity  *Universalism  *War and much more!

“...be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asks you a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).
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