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  THE RESURRECTION AND YOU

The Prophesied Blood Sacrifice

	 It seems to me that one of the most dramatic events in the history of the world took 
place in the life of Jesus Christ.   In Matthew Chapter 21, we have the story of how Christ 	
instructed His disciples as to how they should find a donkey and bring that animal to Him.  	
If the keeper of the donkey objected, they were to simply say that the King needs him.  

	 They brought the donkey; Christ climbed astride that donkey, and rode into the city 	
of Jerusalem.   The Bible says that a great company of people shouted “Hosanna in the 
highest.”  They took palm leaves, and laid them before Him as He came into the city 
(Matthew 21:1-9).  Even to this day, we celebrate that event as “Palm Sunday.” 

	 But you’ll recall that upon arriving in the city, Jesus quickly presented Himself as the 
Son of God.  He threw the money changers out of the temple.  In a very short time, that tide 	
of acceptance turned and became a reverse tide.   Stunningly, the city of Jerusalem rejected 	
Him.  They rejected Him to the place where they cried, “Crucify Him.”  The Bible says He 
was taken out to a place called Calvary.  There, He was nailed to a cross.  There, that body hung 
between the earth and the sky.  There, He died.

Atonement by Blood

	 Now, Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  And when we realize the awful thing that took 	
place, that Christ gave His life on that cross, we must ask, “Why?  What was the cause so 	
great, what was the motivation so strong, what was the need that made it essential for Christ, 	
the God of the universe, to die on the cross?”

	 The answer to that question, when understood, should produce a profound change in 	
every one of our lives.  To discover why Jesus died, we must go back through the arches of 	
the years, back to the very first man and woman who lived in this world, whose names as you 	
know were Adam and Eve.  God created Adam and Eve in His own image.  He gave them 	
instructions about life, and one of the things that He told them was that all that they needed 	
to do to experience success and prosperity and wonderful things in life, was to obey Him.  	
That, of course, becomes the touchstone that makes our story understandable.  Adam and Eve 
were told that they could partake of every one of the trees of the garden except one, the tree 	
of knowledge of good and evil.  

	 “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou  
mayest freely eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good an evil, thou shalt not eat of  
it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17).

	 Keep those verses in mind.   It was a very hard, but very simple prohibition that was 	
placed upon Adam and Eve, and they fully understood the rules.  You can do anything, except 	
eat of the forbidden fruit.  That one act will open the door to death!

	 Well, the time came when a being called the Serpent, the Devil, entered the garden.  	
He tempted Eve, and he got her to eat of that forbidden fruit.  That dramatic moment came 	
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when she reached out a hand, trembling with heinous anticipation.   She took of that fruit and 	
she ate.  She gave to Adam, and he also ate.  And so the Bible teaches:  “Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that  
all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).

	 Every person born in this world, from that event until now, inherited what we call 	
“original sin.” From his very first breath of life until the last moment he lives, he is a sinner.  	
The Bible says:  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

	 What then can we do about this matter of sin?  Well, the Old Testament once again gives 	
us the answer, when it says:  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood:  and I have given it to 
you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls:  for it is the blood that makes an  
atonement for the soul” (Leviticus 17:11).  God came to visit Adam in the garden after he had 
sinned again Him. God listened to Adam’s confession of how he had disobeyed Him.  There was 	
a lot of rationalization there, but Adam and Eve confessed to the fact that they knew better, and 
they disobeyed God.  

	 Do you know better:  Have you disobeyed God?  Look what happened with reference to 
Adam and Eve!  God went and got an innocent animal out of the field nearby where He talked 	
to Adam and Eve.  God took that innocent animal and killed it, and when He did, its blood was 	
shed.  Out of the death of that innocent animal, God also made coats of skin.  He made them 	
for Adam and Eve, because they knew they were naked.

	 So, the answer to sin in the life of Adam and Eve was the shedding of blood:  “without 
shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22).   No one can be saved unless blood is 
applied to his account, and the awful scourge of death done away with.  That blood was first shed 
by God Himself on behalf of Adam and Eve.  Get the picture?  An innocent animal from the field 
was put to death because of the sin of man.  What God has ordained, that is the way it must be!  	
The blood of an innocent party must be shed, or you can never do away with your sin.  Not by 	
high-purposing, not by promising to be better. It takes the cleansing of the blood of an innocent 
animal.  That’s the way it was, back in the early chapters of Genesis.

	 In another chapter early in Genesis, we have the picture of Adam and Eve’s two sons, 	
Cain and Abel.  They knew that they had to bring the blood of a lamb, the blood of an innocent 
animal, to be a sacrifice for sin.  They knew that, but one obeyed, and one did not.  Cain and Abel 	
made their altars of sacrifice before God.   Abel’s sacrifice was a spotless lamb, while the 	
sacrifice of Cain was the first-fruits of the field.  Corn and beans and squash and other things 	
that he had grown.  It probably was beautiful, but God rejected Cain’s sacrifice, and He accepted 
Abel’s, because it takes the blood of an innocent to cleanse us of sin.

	 We can bring that paradigm down to the very present moment.  God will forgive you of 	
your sin, and me of my sin, if we categorically accept the blood of Jesus Christ as the price, 	
the payment, for our sin.  However, if we don’t do that, it doesn’t matter if you or I do all kinds 	
of good works, and make all kinds of new promises before God.   I can promise to straighten 	
out my life, but it will be of no avail.   The righteous deeds of an unrighteous man are an 	
abomination to God!  

	 The message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, His salvation, is available to you by faith 	
alone, if you will believe on the finished work of Christ on Calvary’s cross.

Foreshadowing Christ

	 The blood of bulls and goats was shed on a million occasions in the Old Testament for 	
man the sinner.  Now, what we must remember is, that the blood shed by the innocent animals 	
in the Old Testament not only became a covering for sin before the days of the earthly ministry 	
of Christ.   But also, it became a foreshadowing of what God would do as we move through 	
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history.   It foresaw what would take place with reference to Abraham and to all the world.  	
Listen to what the Apostle Paul says:  “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted 
to him for righteousness.  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the  
children of Abraham.  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles  
through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations  
be blessed.  So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham” (Galatians 3:6-9).

	 That same faith which Abraham expressed, and manifested in deed when he listened to 	
God and trusted in the divine provision of the Lamb, would spring forth through the seed of 	
Abraham and become a blessing to the whole world.   In the Old Testament, the saints offered 	
blood sacrifice in faith, looking forward to the atonement that would come through the shed 	
blood of Jesus Christ.   Today, we can accept that atonement by believing the message that 	
Jesus, as the spotless Lamb of God, died for the sins of men.

The Lamb That Was Slain

	 So, we have established the proposition that atonement - being able to be at one with God - 	
is by the blood of Christ.  The sacrifices of the Old Testament foreshadowed what Jesus would 	
do for us on the cross, which was the wonderful fact that the blood of the Lamb was shed for 	
us.

	 Do you realize what Christ did when He died on the cross?  When He was on that cross, 
God reached out into every dark heart, and every lost life, and every despairing spirit, and every 
sinful soul.  God gathered that awful package of human sin, and He placed it upon His Son.  The 
Bible says:  “For He has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

The Blood of Jesus

	 Because of the death of Christ on Calvary’s cross, the shedding of blood by the Son of 	
God, you and I, representative of that death, are cleansed from sin and given what the Bible calls 
“The righteousness of God”--imputed righteousness.   Just think of it.   By virtue of our faith 
in what Jesus did for us on the cross, we are totally clean and pure and accepted before God, 	
and trusting in His blood to take us all the way to heaven.  Salvation, therefore, is not of human 	
works.

	 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He  
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).

	 That is the promise of the Word of God.  And that mercy was expressed by the finished 	
work of Christ on the cross. So, it is the work of Christ, the Lamb that was slain, that makes 	
it possible for us to be saved.

	 Now, expanding out from that, the Scripture indicates that the blood of bulls and goats 	
in the Old Testament, in the last analysis, could never take away sin.  

	 “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” 
(Hebrews 10:4).

	 But they foreshadowed the application of the blood of Christ on the needy, desperately 	
sinful souls of wicked men, so that it is the blood of Jesus Christ that covered sins in the Old 	
Testament.  But the blood of Jesus Christ takes away sin entirely and completely.  It is faith on 	
what He did for us on the cross, not faith in our own good works, or promising to be better in 	
the days to come, that produces the gift of God, which is everlasting life.

From the writings of Dave Breese



 

 
 

Shall ever I forget the day
   When grace my soul enthralled?
When Calvary’s love became my hope
   And all my guilt absolved.
This grand, eternal life is mine,
   By grace through faith alone,
Since on the cross my Savior bled
    For all men to atone.

Hence this “So Great Salvation” is
   Now fully, freely mine,
By virtue of that finished work
   Which love and grace combine,
Purchased by that priceless blood
   Which coursed from Jesus’ veins,
To wash me now and evermore
   From sin’s malignant stains.

So now, with Christ forever mine,
   I never shall be lost.
But what shall I then give to Him?
   Can I repay the cost?
To this I hear Him say, “My son,
   Thou dost not understand.
Repay the cost?  Of Calvary's love?
   What hast thou in thine hand?”

With tears I see that naught I have
   Of proper recompense,
My childish prayers, my feeble works,
   My speech of little sense.
But yes, I have but one small gift--
   Myself I have to give.
This then I do my Lord, my God,
   For You I now shall live.

Living then for Thee I find
   I have not lost but gained.
My life has been returned to me
   With every grace entrained.
Hence all is mine that I shall need
   And serve Him well I will.
We'll live the great adventure here
   And meet on Zion's hill.

Redemption’s awesome mystery then
   Shall have my highest mind.
His purpose moves from age to age,
   His grace to all mankind.
The love that flowed from Calvary’s mount
   My single theme shall be
For loss, for gain, for life, for death,
   For all eternity.

                           by Dave Breese

                           calvary’s   love
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THE REVELATION COMMENTARY
Unlocking The Future

by Ed Hindson

                         242-page hardcover book
        Suggested Contribution:  $25

The very best way to  
augment any study of 
The Book of Revelation  
is by obtaining a copy of  
Dr. Hindson’s book.   
This is the simplest,  
most enlightening  
commentary of  
Revelation ever  
produced!  Even the  
most complicated  
concepts are made  
simple and easy to  
understand.  Every  
home should have a  
copy of this book.             

CASHLESS:  Bible Prophecy, Economic
Chaos & the Future Financial Order 

by Mark Hitchcock

224-page softcover book
Suggested Contribution: $15

          THE DEFENDER’S GUIDE 
FOR  LIFE’S  TOUGHEST QUESTIONS
                      by Ray Comfort 

Somewhere  
between writing 
checks in the 80’s 
and swiping a piece 
of plastic today, we 
missed the  
significance of the 
emerging cashless 
society.  According 
to Mark Hitchcock, 
what is happening  
in the world today is  
consistent with 
prophecy written in 
Revelation 13,  
which predicts a  
one-world economy 
under the rule of the 
Antichrist.

GIANT PRINT REFERENCE
 BIBLE--KJV

Giant print makes 
Bible reading  
easier, more  
enjoyable for  
everyone who  
spends time in 
the Scriptures.

6.9 x 10 in.
Burgundy 
Leatherflex

  1400-pages 
Suggested Contribution:  $25

LIMITED 
OFFER

THE DEPARTURE
God's Next Catastrophic Intervention 

Into Earth's History 
by Terry James & Others

As the world races toward 
its momentous end-times 
encounter with God,  
cascading fufillments of 
Bible prophecy clearly 
point to the catching away 
of the saints--an event 
popularly known as the 
Rapture of the Church.  
Specific circumstances 
which were prophesied to  
occur in the days just 
before this departure, 
would appear as signs of 
the nearing moment.   424-page softcover book      

  Suggested Contribution:  $20

Ray Comfort has  
collected some 
of the toughest  
questions people  
will face in  
defending their  
faith, and offers 
sound biblical 
responses.  

Could you answer 
these candid  
challenges?

         176-page softcover book
Suggested Contribution:  $15

    ISLAM--WHAT 
  THEY BELIEVE
by Harold J. Berry

    64-page softcover
booklet
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Contribution:  $7

TWO MILLENNIA 
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Church History at a 

GLANCE!

24-page softcover 
booklet

Suggested  
Contribution:  $7

92-page softcover 
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If God exists, why didn’t He kill Hitler before he killed six million Jews?
The Bible not only condones slavery, it encourages it!
Evolution scientifically disproves the Bible.
The God of the Old Testament ordered Israel to commit genocide.
The Old Testament doesn’t even mention Hell.  It’s mythology, invented 
by Christianity to rule by fear.
How come God never heals amputees?
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GIDEON--TUBA  WARRIOR--A Lesson In Trusting God--VeggieTalesDVD.....................................................................................$10
THE CREATION STORY FOR CHILDREN  by Helen & David Haidle--32-page Hardcover Book.................................................$20

     THE CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED BIBLE
   by Selina Hastings

  Illustrated by Eric Thomas
The story of the Bible is retold especially for children in clear, lively  
language that retains the poetry of the traditional KJV text.  Color  
photographs of plants, animals, people, and places of the Bible lands set the 
stories in context.  

Who’s Who in the Bible Stories--from Aaron to Zedekiah.

Maps of the lands of the Old and New Testaments show where events take 
place.  Prepared in consultation with educators, scholars, and religious  
advisers.  A special gift for children and a source of inspiration for the 
entire family. 320-page hardcover book

Suggested Contribution:  $30

Dragons have fascinated, frightened, and fired the imaginations 
of people around the world throughout the ages.

Explore the links between dragon myths and the reality of  
dinosaurs through vivid illustrations, interactive pages, and  
fascinating insights!

Revisit history as you trace the tracks of these creatures  
throughout cultures in Asia, the Americas, Europe, and more, 
learning the facts, and revealing the fallacies of dragons.

Dragons In The Bible--Questions & Answers
12" x 10 1/2 " hardcover book
Suggested Contribution:  $25

STILL AVAILABLE--

DRAGONS:  LEGENDS & LORE OF DINOSAURS

AMAAMAZING
         BOOK


